Sample Subject:  Amend VAWA to Include Honor Violence

Sample Text for Webform:


I am writing to urge you to take advantage of the opportunity provided by the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act to amend the federal law to protect victims of honor violence.


Honor violence is a form of domestic violence that involves physical violence against a woman or girl by another family member for engaging in behavior deemed by the family to be shameful. Conduct such as resisting a marriage, seeking a divorce, dating, dressing in Western attire and wearing make-up, and having non-Muslim friends has resulted in honor violence.  The recent murder of 20-year old Jessica Mokdad by her stepfather, Rahim Alfetlawi, is an example of this form of violence.  In May 2011, Alfetlawi drove from his home in Minnesota to Michigan to track down Mokdad, who had recently moved away from Alfetlawi and her mother. After a confrontation, Alfetlawi shot Mokdad in the head, killing her. Investigators believe that Alfetlawi was angry with Mokdad for not strictly adhering to Muslim customs.


Although the Violence Against Women Act created a federal crime to penalize perpetrators of domestic violence, this crime is currently limited to violence against spouses, intimate partners, and dating partners.  The availability of this charge is a strong tool for federal prosecutors and it should be made available in cases of honor violence, like the murder of Jessica Mokdad.  


I therefore urge you to consider an amendment to VAWA to protect victims of honor violence.  The AHA Foundation has developed such a proposal and can be reached at info@theahafoundation.org to provide additional details.

