Sample Subject:  Support The Girls Protection Act of 2011

Sample Text for Webform:

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of H.R. 2221, The Girls Protection Act of 2011.   This bill is a crucial next step in protecting girls and young women in the United States from female genital mutilation.

Under current federal law, it is a crime – punishable by up to five years in prison – to commit female genital mutilation on a girl younger than 18 years old in the United States.  However, the law provides absolutely no punishment for individuals who take girls out of the U.S. to have the procedure performed.  The Girls Protection Act closes this significant loophole by imposing the same five-year penalty on individuals who take girls out of the country so that this crime may be committed against them on foreign soil.

Victims of female genital mutilation suffer serious health consequences that continue throughout their lives.  Immediately following the procedure, girls are at risk for severe pain, shock, bleeding, bacterial infection, and injury to nearby tissue.  In the long term, girls and women who have suffered this procedure are at risk for recurrent bladder and urinary tract infections, cysts, infertility, and complications during intercourse and childbirth.

The threat of female genital mutilation is a reality for a significant number of girls in the United States.  Research conducted by the African Women’s Health Center of the Brigham and Women’s Hospital found that approximately 228,000 women and girls in the U.S. had either been subjected to female genital mutilation or were at risk.  

The passage of The Girls Protection Act will help ensure that all girls and young women living in the United States receive the same protection against this brutal crime and human rights violation.  Making this change to the law will also send a strong message that this conduct will not be tolerated and that the United States will protect all girls from this horrific crime, regardless of where in the world it occurs.  
