Sample Subject:  

Support A.2478: Compel OCFS to comply with the requirement that it study FGM in New York State

Sample Text for Webform:
I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of A.2478, a bill that requires the Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) to submit an annual report to the Governor and Legislature detailing the results of its study of female genital mutilation in New York State and the efforts it has made to reach out to communities that traditionally engage in this practice with preventative and educational materials.

Female genital mutilation is a crime under both New York State and federal law and is a brutal practice that has serious and long-term health consequences for victims.  Immediately following the procedure, girls are at risk for severe pain, shock, bleeding, bacterial infection, and injury to nearby tissue.  In the long term, girls and women who have suffered this procedure are at risk for recurrent bladder and urinary tract infections, cysts, infertility, and complications during intercourse and childbirth.  The threat of female genital mutilation is a reality for a significant number of girls in New York.  Research conducted by the African Women’s Health Center of the Brigham and Women’s Hospital found that approximately 26,000 women and girls in New York had either been subjected to female genital mutilation or were at risk.  

Criminalizing this practice is an important step in preventing female genital mutilation, but it is not enough.  Law enforcement efforts must be coupled with community education and outreach in order to prevent more girls from being victimized in our state.  This bill will help ensure that OCFS meets its obligations to study female genital mutilation and work in the community to prevent more girls from suffering.  The report required by this bill would also provide valuable information about how frequently FGM is performed in New York, shedding much-needed light on a practice shrouded in secrecy.

